
The Women’s Orchestra of Auschwitz 
 
   The Women’s Orchestra of Auschwitz or 
Girls’ Orchestra of Auschwitz was a female 
orchestra at Auschwitz concentration camp.  
   In April 1943 the SS ordered a Polish music 
teacher, Mrs. Zofia Czajkowska, to create it. The 
members were prisoner girls. These women weren’t 
gassed in the gas chamber and didn’t work to death 
because they were part of the orchestra. 
   The orchestra played at the gate when the work 
gangs went out, and when they returned. At first 
the women practised German marches and Polish 
folk. Then their repertoire expanded to waltzes, 
minuets and other light works.  During the final 
stages of the Holocaust, when the mass 
deportations of Jews from Eastern Europe took 
place and large numbers of Jews were sent 
directly to the gas chambers, the orchestra played 
to alleviate the suffering of the victims.  
   In August 1943 Alma Rose was the new 
conductor of the orchestra, even if she was 
Jewish.  She was a violin virtuoso and   the niece 
of Gustav Mahler. Now the orchestra was 
composed of mandolins, guitars, violins, a double 
bass, a cello, six wind instruments, and  two 
accordions. The orchestra repertoire expanded to 
marches by  Franz Schubert, Johann Strauss, and  



Franz Liszt; operas by Puccini, Rossini and Verdi, 
classical works composed by Brahms, Mozart, 
Schumann. The  classical pieces were played on 
Sundays for the SS and a few women prisoners. 
The orchestra performed also at official 
functions, for instance when high-ranking SS 
officers came to visit the camp. 
   In April 1944 , Alma Rose died of unknown 
causes. The Russian pianist Sonia Winogradowa 
was the third conductor of the orchestra. She 
didn’t maintain the musical level of the orchestra 
and the SS showed less interest in the orchestra.  
   In January 1945 the Nazis dismantled  
Auschwitz and the orchestra was sent to Bergen-
Belsen concentration camp. Two members died 
there. The rest survived. The orchestra was 
scheduled to be shot  to death on the same day  
as the liberation by British troops. A member of 
the orchestra, Fania Fèlenon, was interviewed by 
the BBC on the day of liberation and performed “La 
Marseillaise” and “God Save the King”.  
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